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Healing the Wounds 
Gary A. Scott attended the College of Environmen-
tal Science and Forestry at Syracuse. A member of 
the Reserve Officers Training Corps, he graduated 
in 1967 with a commission in the U.S. Army. In 
March 1968, while serving with the JOist Airborne 
Division in Vietnam, he was killed in an ambush 
near the city of Hue. 
A part from those few, bare facts, I know nothing 
J-\. of Gary Scott. He was one of 58,000 
Americans who died in Vietnam and whose names 
are listed on the walls of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington . 
There must be many Syracuse names on those 
walls. No one knows for certain because the Univer-
sity kept no specific record of alumni who served in 
Vietnam. Working on my own, I have discovered 
only a few in addition to Scott: Joseph B. Baggett 
'57, Michael D. Balamoti '60, Donald J. Berger '60, 
Dennis E. Heitner, John A. Shaffer '68, Armand A. 
Sylvestre '62, and David A. Thorpe '64. 
I have no idea how these men felt about the war 
in Vietnam. Theirs was a time of widely divergent 
opinions about American involvement in Southeast 
Asia-opinions that threatened to divide the campus 
as they divided friends, families, and the nation 
itself. 
Despite the fact that the war ended 10 years ago, 
those opinions are still strongly held and bitterly 
remembered . The emotional scars of those years are 
deep, and they have only recently begun to heal. 
The fact that they are healing is evident in the 
overwhelming public response to the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. Some days, as many as 20,000 
people visit the monument. Some are looking for the 
names of relatives or friends; others are simply try-
ing to comprehend the magnitude of the tragedy. 
The Memorial and its contribution to our national 
spirit have been documented frequently, but nowhere 
better than in To Heal a Nation, a book written by 
Jan C. Scruggs and Joel L. Swerdlow. When I 
learned that Swerdlow was a Syracuse graduate, and 
that he had a been a student during the Vietnam 
years, I hoped that he would be willing to retell the 
story for readers of this magazine. He has done that, 
and has also written a personal memoir describing 
how the issues surrounding the war affected his stu-
dent years. His article begins on page 12. 
Others have also contributed to this story. David 
Grunfeld, a photojournalism student at SU, traveled 
to Washington to take color photos of the Memorial. 
Jan Scruggs helped to arrange Grunfeld 's photo ses-
sion and also monitored the entire project. Black-
and-white photos of the dedication ceremony were 
taken by Robert Hamilton , a former student in the 
military photojournalism program. Fred Demarest, 
chairman of the photography department in the 
Newhouse School, located Hamilton's photographs 
at All Hands magazine, the U.S. Navy publication 
that first published them. All Hands generously pro-
vided the photos at no cost, and Harper and Row 
granted permission to include excerpts from To Heal 
a Nation. I would like to thank all of them for their 
help. 
I also want to ask for your help. If you know of 
Syracuse students, faculty, or friends who died in 
Vietnam, or if you have a personal recollection of 
Syracuse during those years, please share them with 
us. We will publish all the letters we can and, in that 
small way, help the healing process to continue. 
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2 Communications. Read-
ers elaborate on "The Freshman 
Experience" and top teachers 
David Owen and William Park 
Hotchkiss. 
3 Perspectives. The chair-
man of SU's new South Africa 
task force, Vice President for 
International Affairs Goodwin 
Cooke, describes on-campus 
efforts to bring human-rights 
issues into better focus. 
4 The University. The 
Hildegarde and J. Myer Schine 
Student Center was among three 
buildings dedicated this fall . 
Also, SU has adopted new 
alcohol guidelines that are cer-
tain to have a sobering effect on 
campus attitudes about drinking. 
10 Learning in a New 
Light. For Amelia Van Vleck , 
first-ever Winifred Seely Myers 
Love Faculty Fellow in Foreign 
Languages and Literatures, three 
very special years in Syracuse 
have begun. 
VAN VLECK AND LOVE, PAGE 10 
12 To Heal a Nation. 
The dedication of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial three years 
ago signaled the beginning of a 
national reconciliation . 
19 A Personal Remem-
brance. Alumnus Joel L. 
Swerdlow, author of "To Heal a 
Nation ," recalls his days at SU 
during the Vietnam war era. 
MAGAZINE 
2 0 The Rules of the 
Games. It's not always easy to 
run a clean intercollegiate 
athletic program, but Syracuse 
proves it's possible. 
24 Tending to Business. 
New curricula and research 
centers bring the School of 
Management to peak 
productivity. 
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WINTER SOLACE, PAGE 30 
2 6 SU's Who. Syracuse 
people are making news, jump-
ing for joy, and taking the helm. 
3 0 Sports Journal. It's 
almost that time again in Orange 
basketball country. 
3 2 The Last Word. 
Alumnus Steven Clark pays 
tribute to a friendship made at 
Syracuse. 
On the Cover 
An American flag remains as 
one of dozens of personal 
tributes left each day at the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. SU photojour-
nalism student David Grunfeld 
took this photo while visiting the 
monument this fall. His pictures, 
and others by former student 
Robert Hamilton, accompany 
"To Heal a Nation," pages 12-18. 
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